
OLV 2019-20 CougarBOT Robotics Team 
 
Hello Families, 
We are excited to have your child as part of the OLV Robotics Team!   
 
The CougarBOTs are divided into 3 teams depending upon student grade and experience.  Each team is 
designed to enrich your childs’ technological skills and interests in STEM so that they may eventually “go 
pro” and play professionally – there is a career out there for every student in programming, technology 
and engineering.  First Robotics offers over $30 Million in Scholarship money for its members. 
 

GRACIOUS PROFESSIONALISM: 
It's a way of doing things that encourages high-quality work, emphasizes the value of others, and 
respects individuals and the community. 
 
With Gracious Professionalism, fierce competition and mutual gain are not separate notions. Gracious 
professionals learn and compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect and kindness in the 
process. They avoid treating anyone like losers. No chest thumping tough talk, but no sticky-sweet 
platitudes either. Knowledge, competition, and empathy are comfortably blended. 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS: 
Attitude: Parents and students are expected to be respectful of their coaches, mentors and peers.   

    They’re expected to conduct themselves with Gracious Professionalism anytime they’re  
     representing OLV Robotics.  Poor attitudes can impact the entire team. 

 
Respect:  Students are expected to be responsible and respectful with the computers, parts and  

   equipment.  Parents are expected to be punctual with pick-ups.   
 
Absences: It is the responsibility of your student to inform the coach and teammates of any  

    scheduled absences so that they may plan ahead and maximize build time.   
    Absences can impact the entire team.  Regular attendance is expected. 

 
Warnings: A student regularly not exhibiting Gracious Professionalism or not adhering to the above  
                 mentioned “Expectations” will receive a warning.  Parents will be notified via email by the  
                 team coach if a warning is issued.  After three (3) warnings a student will be asked to leave and  
                 no monies will be refunded. 
 
 
EXTRA MEETINGS: 
Occasionally, a team coach will schedule extra build sessions as needed.  These extra build times usually 
occur a few weeks prior to a robotics event or competition.  You will be notified. 
 
T-SHIRTS: 
Team t-shirts help the group look and feel like a unified team.  Students MUST wear their team shirts to 
each competition and/or event.  Each CougarBOT will receive a team shirt as part of their membership. 
Team shirts may be worn on spirit wear days or on the school day before a competition / event. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



SUSTAINING OUR TEAM: 
As with all sports, our teams have expenses: computers, parts, equipment upgrades and registration 
fees.  Our goal is to make the program self-sustainable, have well engineered robots and instill a STEM 
based confidence in our CougarBOT members.  We are asking for a $100 per student contribution to 
the robotics team to help defray the costs of running the team.  This is payable as a one-time yearly 
contribution and will be utilized by all the CougarBOT teams.   
 
For those families that are unable to contribute, help is available.  The fee is for sustaining the team,  
we look forward to having all students participate regardless of their ability to contribute. 
 
SPONSORSHIP: 
Private: 
Many parents are unable to put in the time to support a First Robotics team.  However, they are able to 
contribute financially as a Sponsor.  We welcome your Sponsorship and will offer you a place on our 
Sponsor board which is proudly displayed on our robot during competitions and on our team shirts. 
 
Corporate: 
Many corporations offer Sponsorship money to their employees for First Robotics.  If your company has 
such a program then please let us know.  We’ll gladly complete the paperwork and you just submit it! 
 
OUR TEAMS: 
FLL – First Lego League: 

• Grades:  4 & 5 exclusively 
• Meet Thursdays, September–December 

 
Each year, FLL Teams are presented with a real-world theme and the must identify a problem and 
compete to solve it.  They must also do a research project and present that to a panel of judges. 
Maximum 12 students. 
 
Adult mentors / participation required. 
 
FTC – First Technology Challenge: 

• Grades:  6-8 exclusively 
• Meet:  Wednesdays, September–April 

 
Each year, FTC Teams must design, build, program and rebuild (as needed) a robot capable of playing a 
difficult field game against other robots.  The emphasis isn’t on winning but on learning new skills, 
working as a team and respecting new ideas.  Maximum 12 students. 
 
Adult mentors / participation required. 
 
RoboParade: 
Beginners:  Grades 4-8. 
Great for new engineers (beginners)!   Robotics Students will host a Christmas-themed  
Robot Parade at the annual OLV Dad’s Club Santa Breakfast.  Student engineers will  
design and construct a parade “float” and program a robot.  The robot will pull the float  
(like a car pulling a trailer) around an oval track. CougarBOT engineers must program the  
Robot to “follow the line” and “pause” for traffic. In addition, they must design and build  
a structurally stable platform for their float and it must contain gear systems which run  
moving parts. Groups consist of 2-3 students.     
 

 

 

 


